
CIS 371 Web Application Programming

Syllabus

Lecturer: Dr. Yong Zhuang
.



In this course, we dive deep into how websites and web apps are built and run. We’ll look 
at the common methods and tools used in web development and study the different 
programming and markup languages that make websites work. We’ll also cover important 
topics like how to connect websites to databases, making sure websites meet standard 
guidelines, and how to keep websites safe from security threats.

About this course 



Course Objectives:



Contact Information



Course Logistics & Prerequisites
● No assigned textbook 

○ most materials about web development is available online
● Check Blackboard on a regular basis for 

○ announcements, 
○ course material, 
○ assignments

● Check Course Website regularly
● Zoom session (in case of snow days) 

○ Login via https://gvsu-edu.zoom.us 
○ Use the link and password posted on Bb

https://lms.gvsu.edu
https://gvsu-cis371.github.io


Grading



Grading



Assignments, Due Dates



Attendance



Academic Honesty



Prerequisites
● Formal Prerequisites: (CIS 162 or CIS 260) and (CIS 333 or CIS 353)

● Fluent in Java (or other object-oriented(OO) Languages) 

○ You should be able to solve most problems at codingbat.com in a couple of minutes. If you 

struggle in solving these problems, then you are not ready to take this course 

● Self Learner 

○ Skilled in high-level programming concepts, and able to teach yourself the basics of other 

C-like languages (Java|Type)Script 

● Good understanding of OO techniques: inheritance, methods, interface, ... 

http://codingbat.com


Expected Java Fluency
● Accessing object properties (without using a “getter” functions) 

● Using loops on arrays of objects 

● Writing own functions/methods 

● Passing arguments into functions 

● Function return value 

○ Returning “result” from a function 

○ Using a function “result”



Programming Tools

Debugger (in browser)
Recommended



Programming Tools

Visual Studio Visual Studio Code



Academic Resources



Academic Resources



Tentative 
Course Content 

*subject to change throughout the semester

Course Website

https://gvsu-cis371.github.io/syllabus.html


Warming Up
● Individual introduction 

○ Name and what do you want to be called 

○ Describe your background and experience in web development. 

○ Specific topics you seek to learn from this class



About Me
● You can call me Dr. Zhuang ( draw on), or Yong (you own)
● Education:

○ Ph.D., M.S. in Computer Science from the University of 
Massachusetts

● Experience/Interests:
○ My research interests include web application design, 

machine learning, and data mining.
● Personal Interests:

○ I enjoy spending time in city parks, hiking, and playing board 
games with friends and family.


